
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 19 September 2007] 

 p5331b-5332a 
Mr John Kobelke; Dr Janet Woollard 

 [1] 

PETROLEUM AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Third Reading 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [1.03 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [1.03 pm]:  As I said during the second reading debate, I am very 
pleased that the Petroleum Amendment Bill has come before the house.  Similar legislation has been introduced 
in many of the other states.  All of us want to see alternative sources of energy used, rather than our continuing 
to rely on fossil fuels.  However, I am disappointed that this bill does not contain a clause that will guarantee that 
the Environmental Protection Authority will be involved in assessing any associated environmental matters.  I 
appreciate that the minister believes this is not necessary because the EPA and the Department of Industry and 
Resources have a memorandum of understanding.  However, memorandums can be changed, so it is safer if 
something is enshrined in law so that the EPA’s involvement is more likely to occur. 

One of my other concerns with the bill related to compensation.  Having further examined this amendment bill 
and the Petroleum Act 1967, having listened to the minister’s comments and having read through the debate, I 
believe that clause 17, as amended, will ensure that landowners receive compensation for any damage to the land 
and that the only compensation they will not receive relates to minimal resources.  That provision is the same as 
those for other resources, such as minerals.  Therefore, it will retain the status quo.   

I am very pleased to support this legislation.  I hope that the upper house will reconsider inserting a clause about 
the EPA, but I also hope that the legislation passes through the Parliament smoothly so that those companies that 
are interested can commence exploration in Western Australia and so that in a few years’ time it may produce an 
alternative source of energy and cut back our reliance on fossil fuels. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.  
 


